
Questionnaire urgency future developments

Civilians
1,077 respondents

Representative
sample

Professionals
269 respondents

Policy, public health, 
healthcare and 
science

Students
154 respondents

University and vocational 
studies related to public 
health and healthcare

What do respondents deem most urgent?

Threat of antibiotic resistance

Cardiovascular disease and cancer will remain the main cause of death

Number of people with dementia will double

Healthcare expenditures will double

Lag in healthy life expectancy among people with lower 
socio-economic status

Increasing mental pressure on youngsters and young adults

Number of people who experience insufficient control over 
own life will increase

Correct use of green and water for dealing with the effects of climate change

Mental disorders remain the main cause of burden of disease

The number of people who are overweight will increase

What do respondents deem least urgent?

In 2040, one in seven adults will smoke

The increase in healthcare expenditures is for the largest part caused 
by technology

The increasing use of data will lead to risks for breaches of privacy

Most people do not adhere to the guidelines for healthy nutrition

Almost one in ten adults is an excessive drinker

Three times as many people with a lower socioeconomic status smoke, 
compared to people with a higher socioeconomic status

For some groups of employees, it will be difficult to keep up with 
the digitisation

New technologies may cause new risks for population health

Flexibilisation of labour and robotisation may have a negative impact 
on health

New technologies, such as genetic engineering, raise ethical dilemmas

The questionnaire contained 41 future trends in total
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